THE 1922 DECLARATION
of a shadowy, undefined Protectorate, but on our sea-
power in the Mediterranean and the presence of our
garrison in the Delta, and that these constituted our real
pledges. As long as we announced that, as the stronger
party, we intended to reserve our rights in the essential
matters,, there was no danger in granting independence to
Egypt, and much profit, since it would enable Egyptian
co-operation again to be secured.
In his cable to the Foreign Office Allenby demanded
an immediate reply. This led to accusations of "aggres-
sion''; of presenting a pistol at the head of the Govern-
ment; of delivering an ultimatum; of being, in fact, rough
and soldier-like. The real explanation was that Allenby
knew he had no time to lose. He was aware of the
changeable mood of Egyptian politicians; and the solu-
tion he was now urging was no new thing but one that he
had presented to the Government many times in the last
year. He was now determined on forcing an issue
without further delay. He sent at the same time as his
official cables a private telegram to the Foreign Secretary,
Lord Curzon, urging his support. Curzon answered that
he would do his best to obtain an early decision from the
Cabinet, and that he hoped for a favourable reply. He
did in fact recommend Allenby's proposals most strongly
in the Cabinet, but, on meeting opposition, wilted before
it as he had done on other occasions. On January r8 a
telegram wTas sent to Allenby saying that the Cabinet
were unable to accede to his proposals as they stood, and
suggesting that he should send home two of his Advisers,
Sir Gilbert Clayton and Mr. Amos,1 to ezplain them
further. It was not a suggestion that had the least chance
of appealing to Allenby. He replied at once that his
Advisers were in entire agreement with the solution he
had proposed, and that it would be a useless waste of
1 The late Sir Maurice Amos, K.B.E., Judicial Adviser to tie Govern-
ment of Egrpt, 1919-25.
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